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High Holborn.

be Or3t"tbittie*b"vai 3jouruaL~
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23RD, 1890.

THE SANITARY LEGISLATION OF THE
PAST SESSION.

THE Parliamentary Session which was brought to a close on

Monday last has been in many respects an eventful one.

Much time has undoubtedly been wasted in profitless and pro-
tracted discussion, and in party recriminations; but it is satis-
factory to be able to reflect that in the intervals of calm which
have separated the heated debates on more contentious and
more purely party questions, the health of the community has
received a fair share of the attention of Parliament. It may,
indeed, be said that the measures relating to sanitary matters
which have become law are the most important of the addi-
tions which have been made to the Statute Book during the
session.

First amongst those measures must be placed the Housing
of the Working Classes Act, whereby the thirteen Acts which
have hitherto been familiarly know as Torrens's Artisans'
Dwellings Acts, Cross's Artisans and Labourers' Dwellings Im-
provement Acts, and Lord Shaftesbury's Labouring Classes
Lodging Houses Acts, have at last been consolidated and
amended. The almost hopeless confusion which has hitherto
characterised the law relating to the housing of the poor has
been one of the greatest hindrances to sanitary progress in
this direction. Comprehensive statutory powers have, indeed,
existed whereby local authorities, if so disposed, could have
cleared from their districts unwholesome dwellinigs and un-

healthy areas; but, besides having some important defects,
those powers were hidden in a labyrinth of legislative provi-
sions which even experts could not agree in interpreting. It
was, therefore, scaroely to be expected that the public, whose
opinion has an all-important influence in such matters, should
be able to master the mass of Aots, and take an intelligent
interest in the matter.
By the Act which has just been passed the law has not

only been consolidated, but it has also been amended and
materially strengthened in several important particulars. In
future it will be the explicit duty, both of medical officers of
health and of local authorities, to ascertain the existence (if
any) in their respective districts of dwellings which are in a

state so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitatioin, and it will also be the duty of the authori-
ties to take forthwith the necessary steps for securing the
closing of such premises, or, in certain circumstances, their
demolition, The procedure in such cases, and also in regard

to the carrying out of improvement schemes for large areas,
has been greatly simplified, and provisions have been included
which will tend to prevent inflated compensation being claimed
for overcrowded, dilapidated, or insanitary property. Pro.
vision has also been made that persons displaced by proceed-
ings under the Act shall be properly housed elsewhere. In
London and in rural districts the County Council is given
powers of superseding negligent local authorities.

The thanks of the public are due to Mr. Ritchie for intro-
ducing this long-promised measure, and for the liberal spirit
in which he accepted suggestions for its amendment. Their
thanks are also due to the Standing Committee on Law for
the labours which they bestowed on the matter. Local
authorities will no longer be able to plead want of statutory
powers to deal with this question; and it is to be hoped that,
as light has been introduced into the law, the local authorities
will proceed to so administer that law as to let light into the
crowded unwholesome dwellings and surroundings of a con-
siderable proportion of our poor.

The Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act is another very use-

ful measure, but it is to be regretted that in the course of
its progress through Parliament it was shorn of some clauses
which would have greatly aided sanitary authorities to grapple
effectually with infectious disease. The Bill, as introduced
into the House of Commons by Mr. Lees Knowles,- contained
a clause whereby a dairyman could be required in certain cir-
cumstances to furnish lists of his customers to the medical
officer of health. Notwithstanding the fact that such a

clause has been included in the local Acts obtained in recent
years by many provincial corporations, the House of Commons
would not allow it to be included in this general statute. A
clause whereby laundry keepers could ilso be required to
furnish lists of customers shared the same fate. Fortunately,
however, the clause was retained whereby the medical officer
of health will, on haviDg sufficient reason, be authorised to
inspect dairies within or without bis district, and, if accom.
panied by a veterinary surgeon, the animals therein, and
whereby also the sale of infected milk may be prohibited. Bly
other clauses better provision is made for the disinfection of
infected premises, articles, etc., than is made in the Sanitary
Act, 1866, or the Public Health Act, 1875, and a variety of
other useful provisions are put within the reach of local
authorities. The Act is to apply to London on and after
December 4th, but outside the metropolis it is left to the indi.
vidual discretion of local authorities to adopt it, wholly or

partially, or not to adopt it. It is to be hoped, however, that
local authorities will very generally avail themselves of the
privileges thus given them, and thereby greatly strengthen their
powers of preventing the spread of infection without unduly in.
terfering with the liberty of individuals.
By the Public Health Acts Amendment Act local authorities

have still further sanitary powers placed within their reach.
This Act, like the Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, is
permissive, but, by the simple process of passing a resolution,
a local authority may adopt the whole or part of the Act, and
thereby acquire most useful powers for restricting the discharge
of injurious matters, etc., into sewers, authorisiDg the pro.
vision of sanitary conveniences, etc.

These .4tst it will be observed, extend the Public Health

463THE BRITISR MBDICAL JOURNAL.Aug. 23, 1890.]



464 THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. [Aug. 2., 1890.

Act in the right direction, but they do not by any means
remedy all the deficiencies in the sanitary law. It is to be
hoped that ore long there will be a new and extended Public
Health Act; but meanwhile we must be satisfied with the
law as it stands, and with piecemeal legislation for its im-
provement.
A session of Parliament would now warcely be complete

without some discussion of the allotments question, and the
past session has been no exception to the rule. Out of several
Bills, however, the only one which has become law is that
brought in by the President of the Local Government Board,
whereby County Councils will be enabled to supersede sani-
tary authorities that have failed to put in force the Allotments
Act of 1887.

The necessity for providing for the decennial census next
year afforded a suitable opportunity of raising the question of
establishing a quinquennial census. This important object
has not been actually attained, but the Committee appointed
by the Treasuiry to inquire into the question relating to the
census recommended, amongst other things, " that the number
of the population and its distribution as regards age and sex
be ascertained midway between the decennial periods at which
a full census is taken." We have little doubt that eventually
the five-yearly census, which is so necessary for public health
and other purposes, will be secured.
Among the unsuccessful efforts of the Session may be men-

tioned the Midwives Registration Bill. We trust that this
important question will be taken up again next Session and
settled in a satisfactory manner.

Bills have also been before Parliament having for their object
the protection of Infant Life and the restriction or prohibition
of the insurance of the lives of children. The investigation of
these subjects was entrusted to committees, and the evidence
taken by those Committees whilst revealing ghastly pictures of
inhuman parents also bore witness to the existence of much
well-meant thrift amongst the poor. It is to be hoped that
time may be found during the next Session for dealing with
this important matter, but it is a question which no doubt
requires cautious treatment.

Parliamentary effort has during the past Session secured the
appointment of a Royal Commission " to inquire and report
what is the effect, if any, of food derived from tuberculous
animals on human health; and, if prejudicial, what are tbe cir-
cumstances and conditions with regard to the tuberculosis in
the animal which produces that eflect upon man." The im-
portance of this inquiry cannot be over-estimated, and its
results will be watched with keen interest.

On the whole the past Session has not been altogether
barren from a public health point of view.

THE CHOLERA.
IN endeavouring to form an opinion as to the credibility or
the reverse of the alleged occurrence of cases of cholera at any
place, or of official or other denials of their " contagious "

character, two facts, presenting sources of error on either side,
must be borne in mind. First, that at this time of the year
the so-called summer diarrhoea, which invariably appears where
and whenever the temperature has maintained a mean of
600 F. for over a week, and to which any excess of th. total

death-rate in the third quarter is solely due, may aEsume all
the characters of true cholera, namely, cramps, tenesmus,
vomiting, rice-water evacuations, and prostration, approximat-
ing, if not actually realising, the algide stage of cholera.
Secondly, that the early cases almost always, the last cases

usually, and probably a proportion of those oocurring during
even the height of an epidemic of true cholera, are for the
most part far from characteristic, not ending fatally nor even

passing into the algide stage, so that it is quite impossible to
distinguish them clinically from summer diarrhoea, though their
true nature is made evident when the surrounding populationl,
whose water supplies or surface soil has been fouled by their
evacuations, begin to develop the disease in an inmistakeable
and epidemic form. To one or other of these two categories
all so-called sporadic cases belong, while the enormous amount
of diarrhoea, "choleraic diarrhoea," "English cholera," etc.,
that prevails during an epidemic of cholera includes and is
constituted of both in various proportions; for we do not
believe in the power of drugs toprevent diarrhoea from "turn-
ing to cholera " any more than that a dose of mist. cretae c. opio
or catechu would avail to avert or abort incipient enteric fever.

In fact, in their relations to diarrhoea quoad symptoms,
and in their so-called contagiousness or, more correctly speak-
iug, their degree of communicability and mode or means of
communication, cholera and enteric fever present a striking
and interesting analogy. We have said that it is not possible
to distinguish clinically between certain cases of (communic-
able) cholera and certain cases of (non-communicable) diarrhoea;
but we believe that we are indebted to Koch for an easy and
unerring means of differential diagnosis. We need not here dis-
cuss, and each of our readers may hold what opinion he likes,
as to the connection or relation between the comma bacilli
and the diseaEe. It matters not whether the bacillus produces
the disease or the disease produces the bacillus, the simple fact
remains, that in every case of cholera the bacilli, if found, as

they will be if the stools are examined early enough, will
prove to be those of Koch, while any present in other,
non-specific diarrhoeas, will be exclusively Finkler's.

The microbes themEelves are, however, more hard to distin-
guish than the respective diseases, there being absolutely no
differences in their appearances under the microscope, whether
with the aid of reagents or no but fortunately gelatine cul-
tures in test tubes present in twenty-four hours or less de-
velopments which the naked eye cannot confound. The
liquefaction of the gelatine in the case of Finkler's comma
assumes the blunt form of a jelly bag, while with Koch's it
presents a shallow cup, or rather saucer-like form, from which
a comparatively slender prolongation depends. To assert the
identity of the several comma bacilli is, since the entire con-
firmation of Koch's statements by Heron and others, no

longer excusable; yet the alleged instances of the occurrence
of " the (sic) comma bacillus " in this country in the absence
of cholera, some of wbich have even appeared in the reports
of the Local Government Board, and which have been urged
in disproof of Koch's views, rest on the neglect to watch
their behaviour under cultivation. Whatever the etiological or

pathological bearing of these observations may be, there can be
no doubt as to their diagnostic value, and in every suspicious
case it is the duty of medical men to avail themselves of it.
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HYPNOTISM AS A THERAPEUTIC AGENT.
AT the annual meeting of theAssociation, held at Birmingham on
July 31st and August 1st, in the Section of Psychology, this im-
portant subject was brought forward and fully discussed. Papers
were read by Dr. Norman Kerr, of London, and Dr. G. C. Kings-
buiry, of Blackpool. Immediately following the papers, Dr.
Lloyd Tuckey and Dr. Kingsbury gave a series of demonstra-
tions upon two gentlemen who had volunteered themselves as
subjects. They each placed one of them under the influence
of hypnotism, in the manner practised by Drs. Li6bault and
Bernheim, of the Nancy school, and before the meeting, which
comprised some 200 medical men, performed various experi-
ments, many of which were suggested by different members of
the audience.

The manner in which these demonstrations were carried out
seemed to produce a strong impression upon the minds of
many of the speakers in the discussion which followed, who,
admitting the spirit of scepticism with which they had come
to the meeting, stated that they would leave it impressed
with the necessity of having the subject thoroughly investi-
gated.

With this end in view, resolutions were carried unanimously
protesting against the disgusting exhibitions by so-called
mesmerists, and in favour of a committee being appointed-
subject. to the approval of the Council of the Association-to
investigate the subject, and to endeavour to ascertain the
true nature of the phenomena of hypnotism and the value of
its use in the treatment of disease. The following were pro-
posed as members of the Committee :-Dr. Needham, President
of the Section; Professor Gairdner, of Glasgow University;
Dr. Broadbent, London; Dr. Drummond, Newcastle-on-
Tyne; Dr. Ross, Manchester; Dr. Suckling, Birmingham;
Dr. Clouston, Royal Asylum, Morningside, Edinburgh; Dr.
Yellowleea, Royal Asylum, Gartnavel, Glasgow; Dr. Hack
Tuke, Editor of the Journal of Mental Science, London; Dr.
Connolly Norman, Richmond Asylum, Dublin; Dr. Kingsbury,
of Blackpool; with Dr. T. Outterson Wood, London, as
Secretary.

Dr. Norman Kerr in his paper raised strong objection
even to the discussion of the subject. He considered that the
prominence given to hypnotism at the present time was due
to a sort of neurotic epidemic; he deprecated its use as being
followed by serious results, and he hoped the profession would
set its face against the whole practice. In the long and
animated discussion which followed, one speaker after another
pointed out that, eloquent and earnest as Dr. Norman Kerr's
paper was, he had not brought forward a single fact in support
of his statements. Dr. Kingsbury, however, gave particulars
of cases which he stated had been cured by the aid of hypno-
tism, and he gave practical support to his assertions in the
demonstrations which followed, which Professor Gairdner cha-
racterised as " honest, genuine, and likely to do good."
We cordially approve of the resolutions passed by the Sec-

tion, which is well qualified to express an authoritative opinion
upon the subject. Especially do we think a stop should be
put to the degrading exhibitions now taking place in public
performances by so-called mesmerists.

That hypnotism is a potent agent for evil or for good, no

one who witnessed the experiments of Drs. Tuckey and Kings-
bury can doubt, and it is equally certain that in the hands
of ignorant or unscrupulous persons it may be productive of
disastrous results to those subjected to its influence. It is there-
fore on these grounds that we should be glad to see the matter
seriously taken in hand and investigated by a strong com-
mittee, such as that nominated by the Section for the approval
of the Council of the Association. This would tend to place it
in a proper light before the profesion and the public. It
would also be the means of giving countenance to its employ-
ment, if found worthy of it, in suitable cases, and of putting
the public on its guard against trifling with a powerful agent,
the use of which cannot be justified except when employed by
properly qualified medical practitioners.

The phenomena of hypnotism are well known. Many
eminent medical men in this and other countries have written
and spoken upon the subject, and have borne witness to its
value in the treatment of disease and the relief of pain. Their
statements, however, have hitherto been received with doubt
by many, while they have been treated by others as alto-
gether unworthy of credence. The result of such an inquiry
as that proposed cannot fail to go far towards settling many
of the points in question, and we shall look forward with
much interest to the conclusions at which the Committee arrive.

THE ADDRESS IN THERAPEUTICS.
DR. BROADBENT, in his address, which was published in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of August 9th, opened up what is
practically a new line of thought to many medical men. At no
time more emphatically than the present would it have been
possible to point to the results of patient research, and show so
conclusively their relations to present, and probably future,
plans of treatment. During the past year a surprising advance
has been made towards the understanding of the processes of
disease, and these newly-acquired facts, many of which have
been worked out under the auspices of this Association, are,
as Dr. Broadbent pointed out, valuable not only in themselves,
but especially so for the light they throw on other processes.

It may be new to many that therapeutics must be con-
sidered as an " applied science." Science it certainly was not
in the days when empiricism held sway; but modern research
has shown that the results of treatment should be as capable of
explanation as those of chemistry or physics, and it would be
easier to bear this in mind were we always to think of treat-
ment by drugs as applied physiology.

Admitting the truth of this statement, we can much more
clearly see the absolute necessity for a good knowledge of the
physiology and chemistry of the normal body before being
able to arrive at therapeutic exactitude. Few students
appreciate the advantage of prolonged physiological study, and
many older men have gone so far as to believe that " too
much physiology makes an unpractical doctor." To all such,
however, we would recommend a perusal of Dr. Broadbent's
admirable address, and the Association may indeed con-
gratulate itself on having obtained such an able exponent
of modern views.
Many are the reproaches hurled against experimental thera-

peutics, and not the least serious is that which objects that re-
sults obtained with drugs upon arimals are not constant inter se,
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and are by no- means necessarily applicable to man. That
this is so Dr. Broadbent does not deny, but the discrepancy is
probably more apparent than real, and in proportion as our

knowledge of physiology and physiological chemistry increases,
so are these apparent differences explained. Everyone will
follow the argument that the cell chemistry is likely to be
different in herbivora and carnivora, and that when in man

preferences for a particular kind of diet are shown, correspond-
ing varieties are likely to be existent in the chemical cell pro-
cesses. From the analogy of chemistry we must expect that
very' slight mIodifications of conditions are sufficient entirely to
change the result. Since a change of temperature or of con-
centration will alter a chemical 'reaction, how much more

easily will similar changes alter therapeutic reactions.
Another reproach often made is that the results of the use of

drugs are often different in different individuals. Here, again,
experi'mental therapeutics will probably explain the differences.
Brunton and Cash found that pigeons were unaffected by
enormous doses of morphine; human beings are to be found
who exhibit a like tolerance of the drug. Is it too much to sup-
pose that this is an example of " reversion," and that a
more intimate knowledge of cell chemistry will explain the
difference ?

Dr. Broadbent's definition of therapeutic science is as follows:
"A complete knowledge of the processes of disease together
with the mode of action of remedies on these processes." Life
is to be regarded as a " process," not as a "f orce ;" it is a kind
of battle between the living cells composing the body and the
influences by which they are surrounded. Health consists in
the perfect adjustment of these two forces. Disease may
arise, then, either from failure of the cells on the one hand or
from undue increase in the power of the surroundings.
A perfect flood of light has just recently been thrown on

this subject by the discoveries of bacteriology, and the recently-
published work on the conflict between the microbe and the
organism should be known to all. Specially valuable is the
work now being done in this direction by Dr. Martin, Mr.
Hankin, and others under the auspices of this Association. In
the light of these researches it is possible that many of the
symptoms upon which we have' been accustomed to look with
dread are really to be' considered as protective efforts on the
part of the human laboratory. It is true that these same
efforts may be sometimes as dangerous to the " host " as to
the I" invader," but Dr. Broadbent makes out a strong case in
favour of not being too ready to interfere with these processes
by means of the host of new antipyretics, etc., without as-
suring ourselves that the reaction is of such a nature as to be
of necessity fatal to the patient. Thus he strongly condemns
the routine and continuous use of antipyretics and spirits in
such diseases as typhoid fever and pneumonia. He confesses,
however, to having seen brilliant results follow the use of a
single dose of antipyrin in the pneumonia of old people, given
just after the' rigors and befbre any physical signs have ap-
peared. This, he admits, has saved lives in cases which must
have been inevitably fatal. When we reflect that without ex-
perimental therapeutics or pharmacology we should have been
entirely ignorant' of the properties of such drugs, we shall need
no- further justification of experiments on- animals.

-The remarks on bactericides are to be borne in mind. In

infective diseases several courses are open to us: we may aim
either at killing the invading organism, at aiding the defensive
reaction of the organism, or at increasing the facility for the
elimination of poison formed, trusting to the natural forces for
the ultimate destruction of the microbe. The best result would
of course be obtained in the first way, but if we except the
experimental work of Cash with corrosive sublimate on anthrax,
we have as yet nothing briUiant to show in this direction.
Similar powers have been claimed for helenine as regards the
tubercle bacillus. These claims are even now being investi-
gated under the auspices of the Therapeutic Committee, and it
is hoped that they may be substantiated.
We cannot do more than glance rapidly over the ground

covered by this truly scientific address, but the remarks on
the relations between chemical constitution and physiological
action, although not new to most of us since the admirable
Croonian lectures by Dr. Brunton last year, cannot fail to
arouse a keen interest in all who read them. The remarkable
series consisting of xanthine, dimethyl xanthine (theobromine),
and trimethyl xanthine (caffeine), furnishes a wonderful in-
stance of this relationship, interesting too, not only intrinsic-
ally, but also for the light which it throws upon the relation-
ship between nerve force and motor energy. Not less valuable
are the recent researches of Dr. Ralph Stockman and Mr. Dott
on the effects of substitution in the morphine molecule. The
whole of the above results, as well as those observed in any of
the ethereal series, are found to show this important fact, that
increase in the weight of the molecule does not alter the cha-
racter of the physiological action, but only its intensity. The
lightest and most diffasible molecules are those which are most
active, and when the drug is non-volatile it ceases to be active.
Clearly, as is pointed out, the action depends on an interference
with the oxygen-carrying power of the haemoglobin of the
blood, and this is interfered with more or less in proportion as
the drug is able to replace more or less of the oxygen in the
hmemoglobin itself.

Similar remarks will apply also to many of the inorganic
groups, markedly to that constituted by phosphorus, arsenic,
antimony, and bismuth; these are useful in similar diseases,
and may, in many cases, replace each other in treatment.
The apparent discrepancy in the action of antimony may, pro-
bably, according to Dr. Broadbent, be explained by suppos-
ing its emetic properties as collateral, and as masking the
primary effect. It is curious to observe that Dr. Stockman
has come to thA same conclusion as regards apomorphine.

The speaker's remarks on the nature of nerve force are too
interesting to be entirely omitted from notice here, but we
must refer the reader for particulars to the address itself. As
he considers the evolution of nerve energy to be akin to an

explosion, so he would look for his most powerful nerve

poisons among those nitrogenous bodies of unstable constitu-
tion. It is actually found that this is the case; and, further,
that the more unstable the nitrogenous molecule, the more
powerful is its poisonous action.

The concluding remarks are quite characteristic of the
speaker, and his diagnosis of a " weak" practitioner is cer-
tainly very true. A man who treats symptoms flies to -tbe
newest drug because it happens to be new, and because its
properties are vaunted by the chemist who is interested in its
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sale; who looks for amelioration of his patient's present con-

dition, and habitually uses anodynes without considering their
effect on the future course of the disease, is certainly not one

who is calculated in any way to further the progress of what
we must now call "therapeutic science." New remedies
should be thoroughly investigated before they are brought into
use, and those who follow the working of this Association will
remember that this is one of the most important branches of
its work.

UNCERTIFIED DEATHS.
JN view of the promise of the President of the Local Govern-
ment Board to consider carefully during the recess the expedi-
ency of appointing a Select Committee to inquire into the
sufficiency of the present law for the certification of causes of
deaths, and for securing-their accurate record, in order to pro-

mote the due protection of human life from crime and neglect,
it is urgently desirable that the subject should be thoroughly
considered and understood, since suggestions for reform are

apt to take a crude and impracticable form.
Dr. Cameron deserves the gratitude of all interested in this

important subject, not only for having obtained from Mr.
Ritchie the promise of consideration made in the House of
Commons on June 24rd, but also for his useful article on the
subject recently published in our contemporary, the Sanitary
Record. We are in entire sympathy with him in all that he
urges as to the strong desirability of some reform by which
the number of uncertified deaths in the United Kingdom
might be reduced at a far greater rate than that at which
the reduction is now proceeding. Indeed, in view of the
evidence adduced by the Registrar-General, in his recent re-

ports,, of the unsatisfactory nature of a large proportion of
medical certificates of causes of death, we should have been
prepared to enlarge the inquiry suggested by Dr. Cameron so

as to embrace certified as well as uncertified causes of death.
We can, however, but regret that, as regards the nature of the
reforms necessary for obtaining the desired result, Dr. Cameron
does not boldly face the difficulties which surround the sub-
ject, without which the prospect of effecting such reform can-

not be regarded as hopeful.
Dr. Cameron urges that "in cases where no legally recognis-

able certificate of the cause of death can be obtained, and in
cases where the deceased has died without medical attendance
being called in, it should be the duty of the local medical
officer of health, or some similar functionary, personally to
investigate the circumstances of such case, and that only on

his certificate that death appears to have been unattended by
any cir3umstance rendering further investigation advisable
should interment be allowed to proceed."

This is practically the suggestion made by Dr. William Farr,
of the Registrar-General's department, more than twenty-five
years ago. Such a reform, if it could be carried into effect,
would undoubtedly give increased value to the statistics com-

piled and issued by that department, and Dr. Cameron is evi-
dently misinformed when he states that the " Registrar-
Gsneral views with so much apparent satisfaction " the present
imperfect certification of causes of death, the defects of which
have been enlarged upon in each of his recent annual reports.

It is well, however, that we should clearly understand what

would be involved in the reform suggested anew by Dr.
Cameron. In the first place, it should be clearly understood
that the non-certification of causes of death arises from several
causes, the chief of which are (a) the difficulty of obtaining
medical attendance in very thinly populated parts of the
country, and (b) practice by unqualified or unregistered
medical practitioners.

With regard to the large proportion of uncertified causes of
death-for instance, in the thinly populated and mountainous
districts of Wales, it must be admitted that the institution of
a satisfactory investigation of the cause of each of such deaths
would involve a very considerable expense, which it might be
difficult to get Parliament to authorise. Moreover, supposing
that medical officers of health could be persuaded to undertake
these investigations, we doubt whether they would prove
satisfactory if confined to an inspection of the dead body and
to hearing the mere statement of probably interested relations
or neighbours of the deceased.

In the present day we feel assured that medical officers of
health, who are appointed to perform real sanitaxy duties,
would be unable to undertake the extra duties of a quasi
coroner. We feel, therefore, that little short of a real inquest
would supply satisfactory evidence of the cause of death in
uncertified cases. While, therefore, it appears undeniable
that coroners should receive immediate notice in cases of un-
certified causes of death, it is equally certain that unless legis-
lation very considerably restricts the discretion which is now
vested in coroners as regards the necessity for holding in-
quests, the report of such cases to the coroner would not,
unless accompanied by such legislative pressure upon coroners,
do much to reduce the number of uncertified causes of death.

With regard to those deaths which are uncertified becaue
the deceased persons were attended in their last illness by
unqualified or unregisteredpractitioners-which in most parts
of England constitute a very large proportion of the total
uncertified deaths-while the practice of unqualified practi-
tioners is undoubtedly adverse to the best public interests, it
is more than doubtful whether the Legislature could be per-
suaded to enact that a coroner's investigation, whether actual
or of a quasi character, should be held in each of such cases. It
should, moreover, be clearly understood that unless some
such enactment wera made, it would be impossible to obtain
the certification of the cause of all deaths, as, according to
the present state of the registration law, the cause of a death
can alone be certified by a registered medical practitioner in
attendance during the last illness of the deceased person, or by
a coroner after an inquest.

In the discussion of this subject of uncertified deaths there
is too often a tendency to blame the Registrar-General for the
system which permits the registration of uncertified deaths,
and for the so-called acceptance of statements of the cause of
death made by unregistered practitioners. This can only
arise from an imperfect knowledge of the facts of the case,
and from imperfect acquaintance with the reports of that
official, which, during the last fifty years, have untiringly
pointed out the extent to which the ratio of his mortality
statistics are discounted by the imperfect and unsatisfactory
certification of the causes of a considerable, but fortunately
declining, proportion of the registered deaths.
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Itt is obviously and essentially necessary that. all deaths
should be registered, and therefore the law makes the. registra-
tion i6bligatory. Desirable, however, as it is for a variety of

puposes that the causes of all deaths should be duly certified,
the Legislature has provided no means for-certifying the causes
of death in cases where there has been no attendance of a

registered medical practitioner, and no inquest. Such deaths,
have, therefore, to be registered with the best information as to
cause that can be obtained.

It 'would be quite possible to report all such cases to

ooroners prior to registration, and in point of fact a large
proportion of such cases are so reported, but few coroners in
the-exrcise of their discretion in this matter, take any action
therein.- Dr. Cameron may rest assured that improvement
inr the notification of the causes of death, which his action
seems to have facilitated, would be hailed with satisfaction by
the Registrar-General. It is, however, just now especially de-
sirable that the precise nature of the reform it is desi-
rable to promote, having regard to what would probably meet
with support in Parliament, should be carefully discussed and
decided upon.

SURGEON THOMAS HEAZLE Plnxn, the medical hero of the
StanleyKEzpedition, has been appointed to the 2nd Life Guards,
viue Surgeon-Major (G. F. Hume-Spry, who is placed on the retired
list.:_

DR. ST. GEoRGE MIVAT, F.R.S., has been appointed Professor
of the Philosophy of Natural History in the University of Lou-
vain. The professorship is one of those included in the' Faculty
of PhilosopLy and Letters.

INFLUENZA is said to have broken out again in different parts
of Germany. Several -cases are reported from Breslau, and nine,
one of them fatal, have occurred at Rinteln in Hesse.

MDLLE. XVJXIABRT, who took her M.D. degree at Brussels with
honours- not long ago, has been appointed Assistant Physician to
the H6pital S. Jean in that city. This is said to be the first time
that a staff appointment in any of the public hospitals of Brussels
has been conferred on a woman.

'AT a meeting of the. Johannesburg Sanitaxy Board, Dr
Matthews presented a report showing that during the year
ending June 30th, 434 males and 182 females (all whites), or 38.5,
per 1,000 of the population, died at Johannesburg. Of this
,ii ber, '124 died from typhoid and 36 from diarrhcea and
dysentery.

TTH demonstration in the Otological Section at Birmingham
of the; lese of Dr. Ward Coasins's antiseptic tympanic membranes
in the relief of deafness was very successful. All the six
patients introduced, and to whom it was applied, derived benefit
from its introduction, and the aurists presents testified their ap-
proval of its structure and uses.

,A aIIMOuR is current in certain quarters to the effect that a
Bill will be introduced into Parliament early next session for the
purpose of' restricting the hypnotic performances which are
comiilg so much- inlo vogue. We should gladly welcome anyitLW pt' on the 'part of the Legislature to cope with what is
undoubtedly a growing evil; but care must be taken, while

rescuing the practice of hypnotism from the hands of unquali-
fled persons, not to place undue limitations on legitimate sci-
entific inquiry.

SANITARY INSTITUTE CONGRESS AT BRIGHTON.
THE arrangements for the 12th Congress and Health Exhibition
of the Sanitary Institute,whichwill beheld at Brighton from August
25th to September 13th, are now complete. The Congress will
open with a reception by the Mayor at the Pavilion, after which
the exhibition will be formally inaugurated. In the evening Sir
Thomas Crawford, K.C.B., M.D., will deliver the opening addrees.
Dr. G. V. Poore is announced to read apaper in Section 1-" Sanitary
Science and Preventive Medicine "-which will be followed by
discussion. On Thursday, August 28th, there will be a confer-
ence of medical officers of health in the Pavilion Buildings, under
the presidency of Dr. Arthur Newsholme, D.P.H.; and on Friday,
August 29th, a conference of inspectors of nuisances.

JUXTA-MURAL INTERMENT.
PUBLIC support is once more being invited for the purpose of
creating a new cemetery in the neighbourhood of Streatham. The
obvious objections to multiplying sources of corruption of the soil
within urban limits are so great, that we are not surprised that
the effort to secure public support does not appear to have
been wholly successful. We regret, on the grounds of public
health and civic welfare, that it is renewed. We observe that
names such as those of Sir Spencer Wells and Sir Henry Thomp.
son are used in the body of the prospectus: but we are informed
that those gentlemen have not been consulted in the matter, and
we understand that they are opposed to the project on the ground
of public health to which we have adverted.

THE ATHLETIC " BUTCHERS' BILL."
Two deaths within a fortnight in the cricket field from blows on
the head by a flying cricket ball add rather seriously to our
annual list of lives sacrificed by the exercises and games of our
Spartan youths. Casualties from boating, deaths from drowning,
broken legs from football, broken necks in the hunting field-the
annual list of mortality from manly sports is rather a heavy
one. Whether the price is too heavy a one to pay for the good
involved is in our country a question which need hardly be
seriously discussed. That is our way; our games are strenuous,
our sport not without peril; thus we train the body and the
mind in the playing field; and our boys take, so to speak, their
lives in their hand in sports of the school, as our men do in the
hunting field. So we train the colonists, explorers, sailors, and
soldiers of the future. It is worth while, nevertheless, to impress
upon individuals the risks of carelessness and the danger of
brutality. Some of these casualties are probably avoidable, and
all should be the subject of investigation.

LEADERS OF GERMAN MEDICINE AT THE BERLIN
LCONGRESS.

CARLYLE used to say that he never got what he called a really
organic living conception of a man's intellectual and moral nature
unless he could see a portrait, however poor, of him in his habit
as he lived. For this reason he spared no pains to collect eidola, to
use his own phrase, of Frederick the Great, Jobn Knox, Cromwell,
and the other " heroes " whom he wished to depict. There is no
doubt that some notion of the actual bodily presentment of a man
is essential as an aid-it may be as a corrective-of any estimate of
him formed from his reputation or his writings. Portraits of
eminent scientific or literary men may thus in some measure
supply the place of that direct knowledge of a man's person and
of his character as displayed therein, which it is one of the most
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important functions of Congresses to give; theyfurnish the mean
of constructing the " personal equation;" which isso necessary, n

estimating any mans work. In this .spirit wrhav.thought tha

it would be useful, as well as interesting, to those among- the
readers of the BRITIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL who were unabbleto
attend the great Congress recently held at Berlin,- to present them
with portraits of some of the leading spirits of German medicine
who took an active part in the procededings. The names of Rudolph
Virchow, Koch, Billroth, von Bergmann, von Esmkrch, Gerhardt,
Oscar Liebreich and Leyden, are familiar as -household words in
the mouths of medical workers throughout the civilised word.
There is no need to dwell on t-heir;-achievements on the glorious
battlefield where science wages its ncainig and ever more end
more victorious war against lunian ,surfering; they need no in-
troduction but their names,- which at once recall some of the
greatest advances which medicine has made in the present
century.

BRITISH DENTAL ASSOCIATION.'
THE annual general meeting of the British Dentbl Association is
being held this week in the Art Gallery 'of the Albert Memorial
Museum, Exeter. On Wednesday there was a formal reception
by the Mayor; on Thursday there was ia presentation of a por-
trait of the President of the Representative Board, J. Smith
Turner, M.R.C.S., L.D.S.Eng., to the Association, -and of -a replica
to Mrs. Turner. Mr. S. Lee Rymer, J.P., L.D.S., the retiring Pre-
sident, gave his valedictory address, and the chair-was taken by
Mr. Browne-Mason, L.D.S., the President for the year, who de-
livered-the presidential address. Among the- papers announced
were the following: "On Conservative Dentistry; its Importanee
as a National Institution," by J. C. Oliver, L.D.S.Eng.; "On the
Need of a Higher Qualification in Dental Surgery," by G. G. Cam-
pion, L.D.S.Eng.; ItOn the Teaching of Mechanical Dentistry to
the Coming Dental Student," by S. A. Coxon, J.D.S.I., besides
papers on points relating to the administration of anoosthetics in
dental operations, by Mr. Tom- Bird, Dr. Dudley Buxton, and Dr.
F. H. Hewitt.

PRESCRIBING CHIEMISTS.
THn impunity with which chemists are allowed to treat patients
has never been more strikingly illustrated than in a case which
was the subject of a coroners inquest a few days ago. The
deceased, an old woman, aged 74, was seized with an attack of
diarrhoea, and her son went to a chemist, who gave him a bottle
of medicine for her. Next day, as she was no better, he went
again to the chemist, and spoke of calling in a doctor, but the
chemist told him it was of no use, and gave him an ounce of
castor-oil, saying that if that did -not work it would be of no use
calling in a doctor. On the following day, as the diarrhoea con-
tinued, he went again to the chemist, who gave.him a second
ounce of castor-oil, which his mother also took, and on the follow-
ing day she died. The son swore that had it not been for the
chemist he should have called in a doctor. Of course nothing is

done to the chemist, but if any medical man had adopted such
treatment in the case of an aged person whom he- had never seen,
he would certainly deserve to be charged with malpraxis if not
with manslaughter; the chemist, however, apparntly may not
even be censured.

THE LEPROSY QUESTION IN I-NDIA.
WEi learn from a recent-destch of the Governmeat of India that
it has been;deemed 'expedient to postpone legislation on the sub-
jeet of leprosy for the present. This is a wise resolution; foto as
the despatch states, very great differences of opinion as to the
causes of the disease and the best means for its eradication exist
in the minds of those authorities who are best qualified to judge.

Before taking definite steps in reference to.the ,compulsory is.ol-
tion, etq., of lepers,' it is proposed. to await the results of._tbe
preliminary investigataion which is.being,_undertakeA by the Co"-

ittee,of the Nationbl, Leprosy Fund.,, eanwhle, the Govern-
ment is prepared to appoint commissioners to co-operate.with the
three gentlemen who are shortly to be sent out from England,
whose task will be to inquire into the whole subject of leprosy in
India. It is understood that.two of the English Commissioers
have been already nominated-.by the Leprosy.Committee ad th~e
Royal College of Surgeons respectively. A report is current that
some well-meaning, but not too well-informed, ladies and gentle-
men in this country are promoting a. petition to, the India.
Government urging that, immediate and stringent measures e
taken. The Government is well advised i. not_ acting too pre-
cipitately in the matter. .___, ,:

THE BRADSHAWE LECTURE.
THE Bradshawe Lecture was delivbred on Monday afternoono
August 18th, by Dr. Saundby, who'chose as his subject "The
Morbid Anatomy of Diabetes Mellitus." The lecture, which will
be found fully reported at page 435, was illustrated.by,mny
diagrams, and by a fine collection of- mlcroscopical sections fron
various organs, which were attentivelj exaiinedjky many of t1.
audience after the close of the lectupe. Amongs,t. the audit4ce
were the President of the College, Sir Andraw Clark (who,hba
come up from -Scotland in order to be present), Sir H.,, Pitmq. tDr;
Quain, Sir Dyce Duckworth, D,r. Pavy, Dr.Allcl4n, Dr.W.,'B'
Hadden, and others. The audience which annually assemble
listen to this lecture on August 18th, the birthday of its fqu4dV,
is small, for the date is in the dullest part of the Long Vacatiq,
when London physicians and., other practitioners are scattere4 iA
all direction8 onholidays intent. It would consequently sepnm.t
be advisable, for the sake both of the lecturer and of th,ose -wlo
would if they could be amongst his auditors, that some other d,
should be selected for the delivery of the lecture, if it is possih'le
to make such a change.

ANTISEPTICS AND ANAESTHETICS AT BERLIN.
IT was evident on all sides at the Berlin congress, that antiseptip
or rather aseptic surgery is held in the very highegt repute in
that city. A glance at the operating .theatre of any hospital-
such as that of the Moabit, in which Professor- Sonnenberg has
charge of the surgical wards-was further-sufficient to show the
extreme care taken and'the lavish expenditure that had been,i>.
curred so as to render all wounds perfectly aseptic. The surgical
instruments ares all kept in cupboards constructed solely of glas
and iron, -and.' consequently perfectly washable throughout,; the
scalpels are all entirely composed of one piece of metal, a method
that renders it impossible for dust or dirt to collect between the
blade and handle; the operation table is constructed of one slab
of light gre"en glass about an inch thick, placed upon an iron
frame, and runnmg upon wheels with india-rubber tyres; and, in
offices adjoining the theatre are' ovens for the sterilisation 'by
means of dry or moist heat oEfev'erything (bandages, cotton wool,
and dressings of all kinds) to 'be applied to wounds,' or for use
during the surgical operations. The surgeon exhibited the dress
worn by him du±fig operations,' *hich included even goloshes.
In Professor von Bergmann's clinic, too, in the Ziegelstrasse, sim1
larly minute precautionsareconstantly observed. But inspiteof Lhe
efforts to excel by this extreme attention to the details of antiseptc
surgery that' wer everywhere observable, it was somewhat dis-
appointing to learn that chloroform is still constantly employed
for the production of general anesthesia during surgical pro..
cedures, not only in Iferlin, but throughout Germany. Posibly
Dr. Horatio Wood's powerful address in favour of ether"may
direct attention to the compouu4& ouch as ether and theA.C.E.
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mixture, which anemsthetists in this country and America gene-

rally recognise as less liable to endanger life than chloroform.

We are informed that Mr. G. Eastes took to Berlin one of Mayer
and Meltzer's latest patterns of Clover's apparatus for the com-

bined administration of nitrous oxide gas and ether; but he was

unable to find an opportunity of demonstrating its use, as the

Berlin surgeons at the large hospital to which he was referred

performed no capital operations during the session of the congress,
being too busily employed in other ways.

THE LAWS OF DIPHTHERIA.

UNiJDER the above heading, editorial notes have appeared in our

columns, in which we have deprecated the habit so common

among "sanitarians" of writing or speaking about diphtheria in

the same sense as they are entitled to write or speak about

those diseases which Sir John Simon so aptly described as " filth

diseases." We observe that the subject of our remarks is now

being openly discussed in the columns of the Times, and we hope
that some good will come of the discussion. Expression is given
to the opinions of those members of the public health service
who think that a tolerably free admission of ignorance respecting
the conditions which determine the prevalence of diphtheria is

just now greatly needed. Dr. Edmunds. medical officer of health
for St. James's, writes a timely word of warning on the infec-
tiousness of diphtheria, which seems to be specially addressed to
the house-surgeons and nurses, or those in authority at the hos-
pitals into which cases of this disease are received for isolation-
so-called-or treatment. From time to time we have the sad task
of recording the loss of a valuable life sacrificed in the
interest of some sufferer in imminent danger of death. We are not
prepared to say that these lamentable occurrences are always the
consequences of exposure to easily avoidable risks. In the case
of doctors or nurses who attend upon cases of small-pox we
should say that if in the discharge of their duties they contracted
the disease, it was certainly their own fault, seeing that in
vaccination they have a means of protection which is easily
available. It is otherwise with diphtheria, and we do not see
how it is possible for the attendants on the sick altogether to
avoid the risk of infection. Still every available means for
reducing this risk should be at hand. But after taking fully into
account the influence of infection in determining the prevalence
of diphtheria we find ourselves as far off as ever from being able to
solve the mysteries of its appearance and disappearance. To quote
the words of thedistinguishedchief of the Medical Department of the
Local Government Board in reporting on recent inquiries into local
epidemics, "Cur observations have no doubt increased our experi-
ence of diphtheria, while they have affordedus as many illustrations
as we can desire of our ignorance of the proximate cause of its
prevalence in England. In the absence of a systematic and sus-

tained investigation of the circumstances of diphtheria generally,
the country remains without means of adequately controlling the
spread of the disease among its communities."

THE TREATMENT OF THE INSANE.
A CONFERENCE of alienists has recently been held in Rouen
under the presidency of Dr. Ball, with Drs. Fabret, of Paris and
Moderet, of Le Mans, as Vice-Presidents. The conclusions at which
the conference arrived went to show that the number of persons
suffering from mental disease in France is increasing, which
is at variance with the conclusions come to in the United King-
dom, and the cause of this increase is stated to be the rate at
which we live now-a-days, emotional excitement, and alcoholic
excess. The express speed of our daily life, emotionalism, and

alcoholism, howaver, are mere exciting causes, and the conference
does not seem to have given due weight to those predisposing

causes which must lie at the root of this complex subject. We
look upon hereditary transmission, and marriages of consanguinity
as potent predisposing factors, and should have been glad if our
continental brethren had given some data on these points. It
would appear that in France the recoveries are about 33 per cent.,
whilst according to the last report, ie. for 1889, of the Commis-
sioner in Lunacy for England and Wales, our recovery rate is
38.81 per cent. According to Dr. Ball, when alcoholism is given
as the cause eight out of every ten patients recover, but he says
that few recover when their insanity is dependent upon cerebral
lesions with symptoms of paralysis.

THE ALLEGED CASE OF CHOLERA IN LONDON.
THE man whose case has excited so much sensation was, it appears,
engaged at Calcutta as a coal-trimmer on board the Duke ofArgyll,
which left that port on June 28th, calling on the voyage home at
Madras, Colombo, Aden, Suez, and Port Said, and arriving in the
Victoria Docks on Sunday last, August 17th. On Monday he
slept at a coffee-house on Tower Hill, where he was seized in the
night with violent vomiting and purging. Next morning he went
to the Tidal Basin to be paid off, when the same symptoms r. -
turned, together with cramps in the arms, legs, and abdomen. ut
3 P.M. he was taken on a stretcher to the Poplar Hospital, aiready
in a state of algide collapse, livid, pulseless, and apparently
almost dead. Prompt measures were employed, and he shortly
rallied sufficiently to give an account of himself. Daring
the whole of Tuesday night, however, he was in a very
critical condition, but in the course of Wednesday he im-
proved greatly, the pulse and temperature becoming normal,
and vomiting gradually ceasing, so that he was able to take
some nourishment. Dr. F. Corner was satisfied that it was
true cholera but the Local Gavernment Board has issued the
following statement: -" The circumstances as to the alleged
case of Asiatic cholera in the Poplar Ho3pital have been in-
vestigated by Mr. W. H. Power, of the medical depart-
ment of the Local Government Board. The patient has been
suffering from symptoms which, although clinically undistinguish-
able from true cholera, are from time to time observed in cases of
cholera nostras such as occur annually at this season of the year
in London and other large cities. The Duke of Argyll left Cal-
cutta on June 21st and Madras on June 30th, and did not touch at
any port on her way home after she left Port Said on July 30th.
Throughout the entire voyage from Calcutta up to the time when
her crew left her on Sunday last, no illness in any way resembling
cholera had occurred on board. The patient, who was not attacked
until Monday night, upwards of twenty-four hours after leaving
the vessel, is now on the mend, and gives promise of recovery."

THE CHOLERA.
Wi[Ln the latest intelligence confirms the continued abatement
of the epidemic at Mecca and Jeddah-the deaths at these places
on Tuesday having been but ten and nine respectively-our appre-
hensions as to the consequences of the massing of the wretched
pilgrims at El Tor, in the name of quarantine, have unfortunately
been realised, no fewer than forty-eight deaths having already
occurred at the station. Notwithstanding the precautions taken
by the authorities, and their strenuous assertion of the immunity
of Egypt, at least four very suspicious cases are reported by the
Times correspondent from Cairo, one having occurred in the centre
of the town and the others in Boulac, a filthy and overcrowded
quarter close to the river. Officially they are described as " spor-
adic" and "non-contagious" cholera, but Dr. Pismis, who attended
two of the Boulac cases, including the fatal one, has not the least
doubt as to their being genuine cholera. If so, the spark has
fallen into the tinder, and all attempts to avert the confla-
gration will be useless. While the sanitary department
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of the Government and the International Board of Quarantine are
disputing as to the site for the proposed camp of detention for
pilgrims returning from Mecca, the latter has decided on sending
the Turkish and Austrian delegates, with Admiral Bloomfield on a
cruise in the Red Sea to make a final selection of a suitable site.
Another fatal case has occurred in Madrid, and others are reported
from various places in the provinces of Valencia and Alicante.
Cholera is, however, reported to have nearly disappeared from that
of Badajoz, and does not seem to be extending into any districts
beyond those already implicated. A despatch, dated August 7th,
from Her Majesty's representative at Constantinople reports the
occurrence, at Nicolaieff, on the north of the Black Sea, of eleven
cases of a disease, which was presumed to be cholera, five of which
ended fatally. If this supposition be correct, they probably
belonged to the group that has been long hovering on the borders
of the Caspian and the Trans-Caucasian provinces. The Board of
Health at Gibraltar has decided to refuse admission to all vessels
coming from any of the Rsd Sea porte, except Suez, and the
British High Commissioner in Cyprus has ordered a ten days'
quarantine for those arrivals from the Red Sea that have not al-
ready been subjected to the eame than in Egypt. Vessels from
Gibraltar, as well as from Spanish porte, are to be placed in
quarantine at Tangiers, but are exempted from such restrictions
at Odessa, Theodosia, and Kertob, where a three days' quarantine
is imposed on all arrivals from Arabian ports.

LEAD-POISONING FROM DRINKING WATER.
YET another fatal case of lead-poisoning from drinking water is
reported in a Leeds contemporary. The patient, an old deaf and
dumb man living in Pudsey, was taken ill about eight months
ago, when the diagnosis of lead-poisoning was made by the
medical man who attended him; this being subsequently con-
firmed on his admission to the Leeds Infirmary where he remained
till shortly before bis death. At the inquest it transpired that
the drinking water supplied to the block of houses in which the
man lived had been found to contain lead in quantity which could
not fail to be injurious to health. It was also stated that there
were many other cases of plumbism in Pudsey, and that the
sister of the deceased, who lived in the same house, was suffering
from lead-poisoning. That this is by no means an isolated case
will be seen from the report on lead-poisoning from drinking
water in Yorkshire recently published in our columns. The
number of deaths, however, does not by any means afford an
adequate idea of the prevalence of this affection, seeing that there
are thousands who are suffering in a greater or less degree from
impregnation of their systems with lead, who either recover after
treatment or in whom the true nature of the disease is not
diagnosed, a fact hardly to be wondered at when we consider the
Protean forms in which it may present itself. In such cases the
undermining of the system which results from chronic poisoning
with lead, must obviously lessen the power of resistance to other
diseases which the organism normally possesses, and there can be
no reasonable doubt that the sick-rate and even the death-rate is
largely augmented in this manner in various localities, more
particularly in certain parts of Yorkshire where the disease is
exceptionally prevalent. Sheffield, Huddersfield, and other towns,
having been aroused to the necessity of combating the evil, have
set about collecting evidence as to the prevalence and cause of
plumbism and as to the most effectual means of stamping out the
disease. These local inquiries, however, have for the most part
been productive of but slight results, as the conditions vary con-
siderably in different places, and it is now pretty generally
recognised that what is needed is a comprehensive Government
inquiry embracing the whole of the affected areas. Many are
the representationswhich have been made to the Local Govern-
ment Board on this subject from every quarter, while in the House,

Dr. Farquharson has brought the watter before the notice of the
President of the Board, but so far without avail. Within the last
few weeks the British Medical Association at its annual meeting
in Birmingham adopted a resolution recognising the serious wide-
spread nature of lead-poisoning from drinking water and request-
ing the immediate intervention of the Government. This resolu-
tion has been duly forwarded through the Council. Such an
expression of opinion from a great representative body of the
medical profession can hardly be altogether ignored, and we
sincerely trust that the President of the Local Government Board
may see fit to order an immediate and exhaustive inquiry on the
lines that have been pointed out.

MALARIAL FEVER AND EUCALYPTUS DRAINAGE.
THE planting of eucalyptus trees for the purpose of draining the
soil in malarial districts is one which has met with some success.
The Trefontane Convent at Rome had become positively unin-
habitable, owing to the malaria which attacked - in many
instances with fatal results-its inmates. Senator Torelli pre-
sented a Bill proposing that the estate annexed to the convent
should be planted with eucalyptus as an experiment against
malaria. The Bill was passed, and the Trappist monks planted
thousands of eucalyptus plants of all species on the estate. But
still the malaria raged, and several monks suffered severely. It
was, however, remarked that it was only the monks who had their
cells looking on the central cloister who fell victims to the malaria.
This suggested the idea of planting four eucalyptus trees at the
four corners of the cloister. The plants, sheltered from the winds,
soon grew to a great height. The immediate result was the com-
plete draining of the soil in the cloister, and the disappearance of
malarial fever from the convent.

SCOTLAND.
THE CAMERON PRIZE.

TEu University of Edinburgh has awarded the Cameron Prize in
Therapeutics to Sir Joseph Lister for his eminent services to sur-
gery in connection with the antiseptic system. Sir Joseph is to
deliver an address on his favourite topic in Edinburgh University
early next session.

SCOTTISH UNIVERSITIES' COMMISSION.
SEVERAL draft ordinances have already been prepared and sent
down by the Commission to the Universities. One of these settles
the much-vexed student question of voting by nations in the
election of Lord Rectors in the universities of Glasgow and Aber-
deen. The arrangement into nations is simply a very rough
classification of students according to the district from which they
came, and the number of students in each nation is, of course,
very variable. The majority of students in a nation determined
the vote of that nation, and in the event of the votes of the nations
being equally divided, the casting vote of the Chancellor decided
the question. Under the new ordinance, if the vote of the nations
be equally divided, the election shall be determined by the majority
of the students voting, and the Chancellor will have a casting
vote only in the event of the students being equally divided
Another ordinance provides for the appointment in each univer-
sity of a Library and Museums Committee, consisting of three
members of the university, or others elected by the Court and not
belonging to the Senate, and of six members of the Senate, whose
business will be to superintend the library, museums, laboratories,
furniture, and apparatus of all kinds.
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GRADUATION IN MEDICINE AT EDINBURGH
UNIVERSITY.

the annual graduation in. medicine, which was held in the
beginning,of the month at Edinburgh University,.53 candidates
eceived the degree of Doctor of Medicine, making six fewer

th on the corresponding occasion last year; and 146 were ad-

mAtted to the degrees of M.B., C.M.,. or eighteen fewer than last

y.ar. Five gradua4eas obtained gold medals for their M.D. theses
nWnely, Dr. J. Grfltlh (Observations on the Anatomy and Physi-
o~ogy of the Bladder and Urethra), Dr. R. Muir. (Contributions to
the Physiology and Pathology of the Blood), Dr. George Edmund
Pierez (Framboesia), Dr. William Geo. A. Robertson (Development
of the Intermaxillary Bone in Mammals), Dr. Arthur Robinson
(Observations on the Development of Two Rodents), and Dr. J. D.
W,illams (Pathology of the Female Generative Organs). The
Ettlos Scholar for the year is Carstairs C., Douglas, M.B., C.M.
ThejBeaney Jrize in Anatomy and Surgery has been awarded to
G0erld Fitzgerald, M.B., C.M.; the Stark Scholarship in Clinical
Medicine to Robert Durward Clarkson, M.B.; the Freeland Barbour
Fellowship in Anatomy, Physiology, and Pathology to Robert Main
Homre, M.B.; the Buchanan Scholarship in Gynsecology to
Crstairs C, Douglas, M.B.; the James Scott Scholarship in Mid-
wifery to William Paterson, M.B.; the Gunning Prize in Chemistry
to John Shields,. B.Sc.; and the Gunning Prize in Anatomy to
William George Aitchison Robertson, M.D. Professor Simpson ad-

dtessed the graduates on the growing necessity for the cultivation
of ,he mens sana in corpore sano in the manifold phases of these
co0rlatives, protesting strongly against the current degradation
of -i4eas regarding the marriage relations, to which recent litera-
turetestified.

PLUMBING IN SCOTLAND.

THE Scottish District Councils acting in conjuntion with the
Plumbers' Company, London, in promoting the education and
registration of plumbers, have held their first Congress at Edin-
burgh. Dr. Alexander Crum-Brown presided, and there was a
number of representatives present from the various Scottish
.Councils. "Is1legislative sanction needed or wanted, and to what
p,qrpose ? " was. the first question considered, and, after full dis-
Qu8ssio, it was unanimously answered in the afflrmative. There
w general consensus of opinion that all grades of plumbers

should be made to recognise the important bearing of their work
on the public health, and that an Act-of Parliament necessary to
prevent incompetent and unscrupulous persons from carrying out
plumber's work. At the same time it was decided that the rights
ofexisting practitioners should be recognised. The. Congress also
agreed to answer affirmatively the question, "'Can certificates be
cancelled or suspended under the present voluntary system?"
The Clerk of the Plumbers' Company stated the Compqny had
xuder consideration a Graded Course of Instruction for Plumbers,
tqgether with Model Indentures, which should identify the sys-
tematic training of plumbers with the conditions of their appren-
ticeship. after discussion it was resolved that a graduated scheme
of$trade education, including workshop practice, was feasible and
desirable; that the scheme of the Worshipful Company of
Pl1mbersshould be considered by the District Councils that all

apRrentices should be indentured; and that master plumbers
a+pU1d interest themselves in the education of their apprentices.
A loig discussion ensued with reference to the desirability of
tiing steps to improve and enforce the bye-laws of municipal
tutlorities regarding plusibers' work in new buildings. It was
itated that in Aberdeen, where a set of bye-laws had been
franed by the co-operation of plumbers, architects, members of
the medical profeEsion, acd others, the result had been unqualifted
good to the commun;ty.

THE GLASGOW WORKMEN'S DWELLINGS COMPANY.
THxI company was formed as a result of the public attention di-
rected by Dr. J. B. Russell to the conditions in which the poorer
classes live. Among the more immediate results of Dr. Russell's
pamphlets was the appointmbnt of a Commission by the Presby-
tory of Glasgow to collect evidence on the subject. Though the
Commission has not yet reported, some of the information gained
by it has been made public. Some members of the Commission
briought before the public notice the various companies at work in
London for providing suitable dwellings for the industrial classes,
and the work of Miss Octavia Hill. The result of the public at-
tention thus aroused was that the Kyrle Society began to under-
take work such as that of Miss Hill; later, a Social Union was
formed, and still later the Workmen's Dwellings Company was pro-
Jected. Its object is to provide healthy and comfortable dwell-
ings for the working classes. It is proposed to erect tenements
of one and two-roomed houses, with adequate sanitary appli-
ances, and to buy existing property suitable for renovation and
reconstruction. Not more than 5 per cent. of dividend will be
paid in any one year, any surplus profit being applied to the
furtherance of the company's objects, and to the creation of a
reserve fund to equalise dividends and cover depreciation. The
capital of the company is £50,000. A few days ago the first
general meeting of the company was held,when it was announced
that £40,000 had been subscribed, and that plans were in prepara-
tion for active work being commenced.

IRELAND.
POISONING BY PARALDEHYDE.

AN inquest was held last week at Cork Workhouse on the body
of a girl, aged 20, who died from an overdo?e of paraldehyde. A

temporary nurse administered about six times the quantity
ordered. The patient was suffering from enteric fever. The
nurse has been remanded for trial, bail being refused.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE, BELFAST.
DUStING the past session the students attending the Queen's Col-
lege, Belfast, numbered 461, being an increase of 39 as compared
with the session 1888-89. As showing the gradual and steady
growth of the institution the following figures may prove of
interest: From 1849 to 1859, 854 students entered; from 1859
to 1869, 1,218; from 1869 to 1879, 1,252; and from 1879 to 1889,
1,857.

INFLUBNZA AT THB AzoBzs.-The Correio Medico, of Lisbon,
states that influenza has been rife at the Azores for some months,
and the disease seems to be assuming a more serious type. In the
island of Pico a curious form of ophthalmi has prevailed so ex-
tensively as to constitute a true epidemic. The disease was
characterised by hsemorrhage into the soft tissues surrounding the
globe, causing swelling suggestive of exophthalmos. There ap-
pears to be reason to believe that this disease was in some way
connected with influenza, which is raging on the island of Pico
with great severity. Our contemporary adds that cases of in-
fluenza have occurred in Lisbon quite recently.
NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOus DisEAiEs IN ITALY.-The Mayor

of Milan has sent a circular to all the medical practitioners in
that city urging upon them the strict observance of the new law
as to the notification of infectious disease. The diseases to which
the enactment applies are measles, ecarlet fever, small-pox,
typhoid, typhus, diphtheria, croup, puerperal fever, hydrophobia,
cholera, " and other possible diseases of exotic origin transmissible
or suspected of being so, and syphilis conveyed by wet-nurses."
Practitioners are instructed to use their influence with such
patients'families to induce them to take all the hygienic pre-
cautions enjoined in cases of infectious illness, and to report to
the mumicipal authority any sanitary defects theymay come across
inworder tha-t steps may be at once taken to remedy them.
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MUNICIPAL MEAT INSPECTION IN BERLIN.
PERHAPS one of the most interesting practical applications of
modern science which Berlin has to show is to be seen at the
municipal slaughterhouses. Towards the north-eastern boundary
of the town, and at present almost in the country, is situated the
institution in question. To see it in f ill working order it is neces-
sary to pay an early visit, as work begins by 6 A.M., or before, and
most of it is completed by 9 A.M. Be it remembered that no meat
is allowed to be sold for food purposes in the town which has not
undergone inspection, and no animal can be slaughtered in Berlin
except in these public slaughterhouses, where the most minute
examination of each animal takes place before it is allowed to be
taken away by the dealer who has bought it from the grazier or
live meat supply contractor.
No sooner had we shown our cards of membership of the Congress

than we were conducted to an officialwho presented each of us with
a plan of the establishment, the course which we were to pursue be-
ing indicated with the greatest care upon the plan. Thus furnished
we were allowed to follow the bent of our inclinations. It was the
morning for pig killing, and after taking a cursory glance at the
stabling arrangements and the ample water supply for cleaning
them, which was everywhere at hand, we at once made for the
scene of operations. Clad in a long pair of leather wading boots,
trousers, and a jersey, some stalwart men attacked the pigs as they
emerged one at a time through a small hole which leads from
their stye into a little pen, and with one blow from the poleaxe,
and almost without a scream, a stunning blow was delivered on
the head. The door of the pen was opened by another man, and
the insensible porker extracted by means of a hook, and speedily
bled with a long knife which penetrated behind the sternum. The
blood was collected, passed at once into a large pail, and defibri-
nated for the purpose of making black puddings, etc., whilst
almost in less time than it takes to describe it, the animal itself
was put into hot water, shaved, disembowelled, and hung up ready
for the inspector. As soon as this was completed the inspector, or
rather one should say inspectors, for there were a whole host of
them, appeared on the scene, with trays of small tin pill boxes,
each of which was distinguished by a number stamped on the top.
Casting his eye rapidly over each carcass to see that no gross
lesion existed, he proceeded to remove a portion of the abdominal
anti laryngeal muscles and similar small portions from the dia-
phragm and subpleural fascia. Then four portions were placed in
the tin boxes, and the carcass marked, by means of an aniline
pencil, with a number corresponding to that upon the tin box.
At the same time a note was made in a registry book so as to
enable the locality from which the beast came, its owner, and the
various points in its life history to be traced, if need be. To the
subsequent examination of the contents of the boxes we must
allude later on.
The viscera were next examined, and passed or rejected as the

case might be. The rapidity with which the omentum and
mesentery, liver, etc., were separated from the gut was most
amazing, after which the intestine was turned inside out, denuded
of its mucous membrane with a wooden scraper, washed and put
in salt tubs under pressure to get it into a proper condition for
sausage skins. The supervision of the whole of these processes is
entrusted to the chief veterinary physician of the city; and under
him are a number of veterinary and assistant veterinary phy-
sicians and surgeons, whom we saw at work with their notebooks
and tin boxes.
Passing from this uncongenial scene, and yet one so admirably

conducted as almost to lose its repulsive aspect in our eyes, we
came after a while upon our tin boxes again, but this time it was
in a laboratory, where, seated at a series of tables with their
microscopes in front of them, were a number of officials-perhaps
twenty-five or thirty in a raom, and their chief at a table at one
end. He allotted to each of his subordinates their duties, and
they examined the contents of their boxes with rapidity and pre-
cision. Cutting the small pieces of muscle with a pair of scissors,
they placed the tiny pieces on a bit of plate glass about a quarter
of an inch thick, 9 inches long, and 2 inches broad. This was
divided by transverse lines into a dozen portions, on each one of
which was placed a piece for examination, and an exactly similar
piece of glass placed on the top of it and screwed down tight, so

as to flatten out the tissue. It was then easy to examine the
specimens with a low power (half an inch), which was- quite suf-
ficient, we were assured, for detecting trichinosis or the grosser
lesions of tuberculosis.

It was amazing to see the rapidity and ease with which"the
whole process was carried out, and the careful records that were
kept of each case. Should any doubt attach to anv specimen, at
any portion of the inspection the special attention of the inspector
is directed to it, and it is sent on to another department, where a
more exhaustive examination is carried out, which, we were ,as-
sured,rendered it almost practically impossible to allow any,piec
of tuberculosed meat to elude detection. Such special inspections
are in the very nature of things rarely resorted to, and we were
therefore unable to witness the process ourselves..

All those who are engaged in this work have to pass .a-special
examination, varying according to the character of the work they
are called on to perform. It is interesting also to note that for
some of the microscopic work women are employed, aad perform
their task in every way thoroughly satisfactorily.
Under the same roof, or rather within the same walls where all

these various processes are carried on, is an exchange hall where
the dealers and merchants can easily conduct the business arrange-
ment which are necessary for the transfer of wholesale quantities
of meat to the retail dealer; whilst the various restaurants which
we came across from time to time testified to the fact, that whilst
satisfying the wants of others in the food line, they did not
neglect their own.

It is at thi same establishment that the supply and distribution
of calf lymph for vaccination takes place. By the courtesy of the
director we were enabled to witness somewhat the process in de-
tail. A calf was fixed at the side of a very ingenious table, which
apparently hung down like the leaf of an ordinary fap-table, but
by means of simple wheel and lever the table could without any
difficulty be made to change from the vertical into the horizoat-al
position, carrying with it the calf which was fixed to it into the
horizontal posture. The lower part of the stomach was then
shaved over an area about equal in size to a large dinner-plate,
and duly cleansed with soap and various antiseptic solutions,
after which a series of linear scratches about a quarter of an inch
apart were made up and down, and others in a cross direction as
well. The health of the animal was previously most carefully
gone into, and when the inoculation was completed' it was kept
duly under observation, and thoroughly watched, so as to ensure
that the disease should run a normal course before any of the
lymph is distributed. Free distribution takes -place to the various
local officers in different portions of the empire, who in their turn
report their results to headquarters, where, if anything should go
wrong in their practice, it can at once be traced to its true cause,
and proper means be taken to ensure its non-recurrence. The
envelopes in which the lymph is sent are marked "I Konigliches
Impf- und Lymphe-Erzeugungs-Institut zu Berlin, S.W. Tempel.
hofer-Ufer 29. Inhalt: Lymphe," and are conveyed free by the
post office to their destination.

Is it too much to hope that this plan of meat inspection, which
is in force in Berlin and in other cities of the German Empire, and
has recently been introduced into Moecow,may one day be extended
to England, the home of preventive medicine.?

ROYAL COMMISSION ON VACCINATION:
SECOND REPORT.

WE briefly referred last week to the recently issued Report of
the Royal Commission on Vaccination, and to some of the evidence
contained in it in support of vaccination. On the 4th December
last the case in opposition to vaccination was opened by the
examination of Dr. Charles Creighton, the author of Jenner and
Vaccination, Cow-pox and Vaccinal Syphilis, and the article 'on
Vaccination in the Encyclopcedia Britanti"ca. Dr. Creighton
stated in his evidence that since 1886 he had directed his atten.;
tion specially to the subject of vaccination and small-pox, having
begun first of all to inquire into the nature of cow-pox and the
historical sources of vaccine lymph, whereby he was led into a
considerable couree of reading among the earlier writers,, Sub-
sequently, he went over all the statistics, but he has not wriften
upon that part, as he has 'upon the other part of the question.
In giving his evidence he endeavoured on several occasions"to
assume a position of unbiaseed independence, and declined to
express an opinion of his own upon facts or propositions which
he put before the Commission. But in the course of his long
examination he admitted that he accepted the view that' the
anti-vaccinists " have mastered nearly the whole case," and have
Igiocked the bottom out of a grotesque superstition. Hisemphatic
opinion is that vaccination isabsolutelyno protectionagainst small.
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pox. Hewas subjected to a very close examination, not only by the
Chairman, but by members of the Commission, who from their inti-
mate knowledge of the history and practice of vaccination, are com-
petent to speak with authorLty on the subject, and some of his
answers are very striking. Upon the slenderest of grounds he
endeavours to cast doubt upon the general trustworthiness of
Jenner's statements and writings. he tries to put aside as un-
reliable or inconclusive the various variolous tests which were ap-
plied in the early days of vaccination. The statement that when
certain persons, vaccinated by Evans, of Ketley, were tested with
small-pox " they resisted it," is not sufficiently particular for Dr.
Creighton. He cavils at Jenner's statement respecting the case of
Phipps, that "sthe boy has since been inoculated for small-pox,
which, as I ventured to predict, produced no effect." " No effect "
is too imprecise for Dr. Creighton. Yet when he paraphrases
Jenner's story about " poor Phipps," he in no way seriously dis-
torts it. He considers that "it is necessary to supplement
Jenner's statements by reading the realities into it." But, as the
Chairman remarked, how does Dr. Creighton know that it is the
reality that he is reading into them? Then as regards the
summary, included in his work Jenner and Vaccination, of 14
cases in which Mr. Ward of the Manchester Infirmary inoculated
with variolous matter after vaccination, Dr. Creighton has to
admit having been guilty of a very serious error, whereby a
totally wrong impression of the result is conveyed. " I was mis-
led," he says, " by the confusion in Ward's own mind, which runs
through the whole of his narrative, that the small-pox which
actually occurred was the result of his inoculation with cow-
p3X." *"The words 'thereafter inoculated' printed in this book
are erroneous."
This discrepancy is important. Dr. Creighton " has a certain

distrust personally of statistical arrangements of all kinds," and
prefers " to take the facts in as concrete a form as possible." He
therefore does not accept the statistical tables of Dr. Seaton, Dr.
Barry, or Mr. Marson; but, on the other hand, in order to demon-
strate aparticularpoint put forward byhimself,heputsin asevidence
the London bills of mortality of the last century. From those
bills of mortality, whicb, to say the least of them, have many
elements of inaccuracy, Dr. Creighton sought to show that the
decrease in the fever mortality has been concurrent with decrease
in that from small-pox, and contended that the same improved
sanitation which has lessened the fever death-rate has also
lessened that of small-pox. But he at the same time admitted
that whilst small-pox could only be spread by contact, it is not
certain that typhus may not be capable of arising de novo, and
that therefore typhus is more amenable to improved sanitation
than is small-pox. He altogether objects to the customary divi-
sion of the population or of communities into vaccinated and un-
vaccinated. In his opinion vaccination should be left entirely out
of account, and the total small-pox of one period or district com-
pared with the totel t f another period or district. Thus as regards
the late epidemic of small-pox at Sheffield, he does not seem in-
clined to believe that the facts would show that the vaccinated
and unvaccinated were to be found mingled in the same circum-
stances. Students of Dr. Barry's report, however, and of his evi-
dence on the point contained in the same volume as the evidence
of Dr. Creighton, are aware that it is clearly shown that vaccina-
tion was the only point on which the vaccinated differed from the
unvaccinated during the epidemic.
As regards cow-pox, Dr. Creighton considers it is analogous to

syphilis. He also considers that horse-grease produces a vesicle
indistinguishable from the vaccine vesicle, but he declined to go
into the evidence upon which he made that assertion.
His article in the Encyclopedia Britannica naturally gave rise

to several important and embarrassing questions. With reference
to the fact that in that article he gave the small-pox deaths from
1847 to 1881 without giving the population year by year, he
maintained that this omission was not calculated to mislead the
unwary. Most people, however, will be of a different opinion,
and as a matter of fact it did actually mislead Mr. Picton in an
article which he contributed to the Contemporary Review.
Upon the testimony of Dr. Creighton as a scientific inquirer

great importance has been placed by the opponents of vaccina-
.tion; but we greatly fear that the result of his examination will
be anything but satisfactory to them. His evidence goes almost
entirely to show the unsoundness of the opposition to vaccina-
tion, and it cannot but tend to defeat the object with which it
was put before the Commission. From beginning to end every
question and every answer deserves to be carefully studied.

NEW SYDENHAM SOCIETY.
THE thirty- second annual meeting of the Society was held in
Birmingham on July 31st. Dr. GAIRDER, President, was in the
chair, and Dr. Phillipson, Dr. Byers, Dr. Evans, Mr. Wright Wilson,
Mr. Sympson, Dr. Holman, and many others were present.
The HONORALRY SECRETARY read the minutes of the previous

meeting, which were confirmed.
Report and Balance Sheet.-The draft of the report and balance

sheet, as prepared by the Council, were read and approved, and
ordered to be printed as usual.

Officers and Council.-The ballot having been taken, the follow-
ing gentlemen were duly elected for the ensuing year: President:
Sir James Paget, Bart., F.R.S., LL.D., D.C.L. Vwce-Presidents:
George W. Balfour, M.D., LL.D. (Edinburgh); R. L. Bowles, M.D.
(Folkestone); W. H. Broadbent, M.D.; Mr. Thomas Bryant; Thomas
Buzzard, M.D.; Sir Andrew Clark, Bart., F.R.S.. LL.DI.; J. Langdon
Down, M.D.; C. J. Hare, M.D.; W. M. Graily Hewitt, M.D.; Con-
stantine Holman, M.D. (Reigate); D. J. Leech, M.D. (Manchester);
Sir Joseph Lister, Bart., P.R.S.; Sir William MacCormac; Sir
William Roberts, M.D.; Sir James Sawyer, M.D. (Birmingbam);
Mr. Septimus W. Sibley; Mr. T. P. Teale (Leeds); Hermann Weber,
M.D. Council: Thomas Barlow, M.D.; Mr. Marcus Beck; J. W.
Byers, M.D. (Belfast); Alfred H. Carter, M.D. (Birmingham); Mr.
Edmund Carver (Cambridge); W .B. Cheadle, M.D.; Mr. W. Watson
Cheyne; W. Cholmeley, M.D.; W. S. Church, M.D.; A. H. Corley,
M.D. (Dublin); F. R. Cruise, M.D. (Dublin); W. Clement Daniel,
M.D. (Epsom); Mr. J. N. C. Davies-Colley; Julius Dreschfeld, M.D.
(kfanchester); H. Fearnside, M.D.; Mr. R. S. Fowler (Bath); J. F.
Goodhart, M.D.; G. E. Herman, M.D.; Jamieson B. Hlurry, M.D.
(Reading); Mr. Arthur Jackson (Sheffield); Mr. W. Hamerton
Jalland (York); W. Allan Jamieson, M.D. (Edinburgh); Mr. H.
Cripps Lawrence; W. Ward Leadam, M.D.; Montagu Lubbock,
M.D.; Stephen Mackenzie, M.D.; Mr. T. Pickering Pick; G. H.
Savage, M.D.; E. Markham Skerritt, M.D. (Bristol); Mr. H. P.
Symonds (Oxford); William Travere, M.D.; Mr. Edgcombe Ven-
ning. Treasurer: W. Sedgwick Saunders, M.D., F.S.A., 13, Queen
Street, Cheapside. E.C. Auditors: E. Clapton, M.D.; Mr. John
Croft; Mr. F. M. Corner. Hon. Secretary: Mr. Jonathan Hutchin-
son, F.R.S., LL.D., 15, Cavendish Square, W.

Votes of Thanks.-A vote of thanks to the retiring officers for
their services during the year was proposed and carried. A vote
of thanks to the local secretaries for their valuable services during
the year was carrried unanimously. After the usual vote of
thanks to the Chairman, the meeting separated.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE.
LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL

ASSOCIATION.
MEMBERS are reminded that the Library and Writing
Rooms of the Association are now fitted up for the accom-
modation of the Members, in commodious apartments, at the
offices of the Association, 429, Strand. The rooms are open
from 10 A.M. tO 5 P.M. Members can have their letters
addressed to them at the office.

NOTICE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS FOR 1890.
ELECTION OF MEMBERS.

A meeting of the Council will be held on October 15th, 1890.
Candidates for election by the Council of the Association must
send in their forms of application to the General Secretary not
later than twenty-one days before the meeting, namely, September
24th, 1890.
Any qualified medical practitioner, not disqualified by any by-

law of the Association, who shall be recommended as eligible by
any three members, may be elected a member by the Council or
by any recognised Branch Council.

Candidates seeking election by a Branch Council should apply
to the Secretary of the Branch. No member can be elected by a&
Branch Council unless his name has been inserted in the circular
summoning the meeting at which he seeks election.

FRANCIS Fowym, General Secretary.


